Governor McDonnell Appointments – 2010
Health and Human Resources

Dr. Bill Hazel - Secretary of Health & Human Resources 

RICHMOND- Virginia Governor-elect Bob McDonnell made the final appointment to his Cabinet today, announcing Dr. Bill Hazel as Secretary of Health and Human Resources.  Dr. Hazel is involved with numerous healthcare related associations and societies.  He is a board certified orthopaedic surgeon and is a founding partner of Commonwealth Orthopaedics and Rehabilitation.

Speaking about his appointment of Dr. Hazel, Governor-elect McDonnell commented, “Dr. Bill Hazel is not only a successful physician, but also a successful businessman.  As a young doctor he saw a need for medical services in his community and helped grow a solo private practice into an organization that today has 41 physicians, 11 locations, two surgery centers and seven physical therapy clinics.  With skyrocketing health care costs and a growing number of people in need in today’s tough economy, this is the type of leader and innovator we need in Richmond; someone who not only understands the medical side of the job, but also how to best provide much needed services to the people of Virginia.”

McDonnell went on to say, “Dr. Hazel is a leader in the medical community.  He currently serves on the Board of Trustees of the American Medical Association.  And he formerly served as President for both the Medical Society of Virginia and the Fairfax County Medical Society.  But my favorite fact about Dr. Hazel is he used to be a team physician for a football team very close to my family’s hearts, the Washington Redskins.”

McDonnell concluded, “Dr. Hazel has a servant’s heart.  In 2001, through the inspiration of his daughter’s senior project, he organized a mission trip to poverty stricken San Juan de Dios, Bolivia where he and his team spent a week performing joint-replacement surgeries.  In 2002 his team repeated the trip. All told, they performed over 25 joint replacement surgeries for the area’s public hospital.  I am honored that someone who is so well respected in the medical community would answer the call to public service to work in our Administration.”

Further announcements regarding additional appointments in the McDonnell Administration will continue to be made in the weeks ahead.

Dr. Gregg A. Pane, Director, Division of Medical Assistance Services

Dr. Gregg Pane is currently Director, National Health Care Preparedness Programs for the Office of the Secretary, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.  

Pane was appointed Director of the District of Columbia Health Department by Mayor Anthony Williams, and served from 2004-07, heading a $2 billion, 1300-staff agency responsible for Medicaid, public health, licensing and certification, state health planning, environmental health, and health preparedness.   

Pane previously was System Vice President for Clinical Quality and Public Policy at the Henry Ford Health System in Detroit, Michigan, where he served on the Health Alliance Plan (HAP) Board.  From 1996-2003, he was Chief Policy and Planning Officer for the U.S. Veterans Health Administration, where he played a key role in the VHA quality transformation.  Pane was also VP/CMO for Unisys Corporation; Medical Director for the Louisiana Medicaid Program; and Assistant Chief and Founding Residency Director for Emergency Medicine at the University of California, Irvine.           

In 2007, Pane was elected a Fellow in the National Academy of Public Administration (NAPA). He is also a Fellow of ACEP.  He was an elected member of the American College of Physician Executives (ACPE) Board from 2004-07 and served on the ASTHO Board in 2007.  He is a recipient of the ACPE Rodney T. West Literary Achievement Award, and he is a Certified Physician Executive (CPE).

He has served in both appointed and elected leadership roles in a host of professional organizations, including the World Bank, Institute of Medicine, National Health Policy Forum, AMA House of Delegates, National Quality Forum, National Academy of Public Administration, and VA Federal Advisory Commissions.  He conducted a World Bank EMS evaluation for the Government of Lebanon, Ministry of Health; and served as Lecturer to the Library of Congress Open World Program.   

Pane was born in Flint, Michigan, and received his undergraduate degree from the University of Michigan-Flint.  He has a medical degree from the University of Michigan, and a master’s degree in public (health services) administration from the University of San Francisco.  He completed a residency in Emergency Medicine at Wright State University, where he served as Chief Resident.  

James Rothrock, Commissioner, Department of Rehabilitative Services

James A. Rothrock, a native of Martinsville, Virginia, has been involved with disability advocacy and programming for more than 40 years.  Since 2002, he has served as the Commissioner of the Virginia Department of Rehabilitative Services (DRS), an agency where he also has served as a counselor, training coordinator, and deputy commissioner.  In 1965, he began his relationship with DRS when he became a client after a sledding accident which resulted in a Spinal Cord Injury.

Prior to his current position, Rothrock represented a wide array of disability programs at the state level and was responsible for legislation and budgetary actions which expanded the menu of services to Virginians with disabilities.  He has been an adjunct faculty member at VCU and continues to serve there in a variety of advisory roles.

Rothrock has served on numerous community boards for private non-profit organizations in the Richmond area (Housing Opportunities Made Equal, A Grace Place, and CultureWorks).  He is a graduate of St. Andrews Presbyterian College in Laurinburg, North Carolina, and obtained his Master’s Degree in Rehabilitation Counseling at Virginia Commonwealth University in 1978.  A resident of Henrico County, Rothrock lives with his wife, Jane. 

James W. Stewart, Commissioner, Department of Behavioral Health and Developmental Services

Jim Stewart was appointed to serve as Interim Commissioner of the Virginia Department of Behavioral Health and Developmental Services (DBHDS) by Governor Bob McDonnell immediately following his inauguration.  Prior to coming to DBHDS, Jim was appointed as the Commonwealth’s Inspector General for Behavioral Health & Developmental Services by Governor Mark Warner in 2004 and most recently by Governor Tim Kaine in 2007.  The Office of the Inspector General is responsible for reviewing and inspecting the quality of services provided by state mental health facilities and training centers, local community services boards, and other providers. Recommendations for improvement are made by the OIG to the Governor and General Assembly. 

Jim served as mental health director (1977 - 1981) and executive director (1981 - 2004) of the Henrico Area Mental Health and Developmental Services.  Prior to coming to Virginia, he worked as an outpatient center director and clinician in a local community mental health center and as a social worker in a state hospital in Tennessee.  He served as an officer in the United States Navy, stationed in Norfolk, VA.   With a personal interest in organizational development and change, Jim has provided consultation to many public and private organizations.   

Throughout his 35 years in public behavioral health and developmental service, he has worked actively at local, state and federal levels to shape policies, regulations and funding initiatives with the goal of enhancing services for individuals with mental illness, developmental disabilities and those with substance use problems.  He has served on numerous boards and commissions focused on improving mental health services.  He served as president of the National Association of County Behavioral Health Directors and currently serves on the Supreme Court Commission on Mental Health Law Reform.

Jim received his bachelor’s degree in economics from Rhodes College in Memphis, Tennessee and a master’s degree in social work from the University of Tennessee. 

Martin D. Brown, Commissioner, Department of Social Services

Martin D. Brown formerly served as Vice-President of Public Affairs at Johnson Inc., Virginia’s largest full-service African-American-owned marketing and public relations firm.  Prior to working with Johnson Inc., Brown served as President of the Providence Management Group, Inc. (PMG), where he oversaw its management and direction.  

Prior to this post, Brown served as Policy Advisor and Assistant Secretary of Health and Human Services to Governor Jim Gilmore.  As Assistant Secretary of Health and Human Resources he served as the Secretariat’s primary liaison for public affairs.  

Brown served as Executive Director and Director of Church and Community Outreach for The Family Foundation of Virginia.  Prior to this assignment, Brown served as the Director of Communications for the Virginia Department of Social Services from July 1, 1995, through May 1, 1998.  Before joining the Department of Social Services, Brown served as Special Assistant to the Secretary of Health and Human Resources in the administration of Governor George Allen. 

Brown is a graduate of the Howard University School of Business, earning a Bachelor’s degree in Business Administration. At Howard, he also earned All-Conference honors in football, and was selected Captain of the 1984 and 1985 teams.  Brown resides in Chesterfield County, Virginia with his wife Adneatria Parker and their two children.

Cynthia B. Jones, Director, Virginia Health Reform Initiative

Cindi Jones has more than 31 years of public service experience with the Commonwealth of Virginia in various health care positions.  More than 20 years of this service has been at the Department of Medical Assistance Services; most recently she was appointed the Interim Director and served eight years as the Chief Deputy Director.  She formerly was a Chief Legislative Analyst at the Joint Legislative Audit and Review Commission.  Her focus in her career has been on developing, implementing, and evaluating State health and human service programs, policies, and funding mechanisms.

Jones received both a B.S. and M.S. in family and child services from Virginia Tech.  She is a member of the Virginia Tech Center for Gerontology Futures Board and the National Association of State Medicaid Directors' Chronic Care Technical Assistance Group.

Jones grew up in Fairfax County, Virginia and currently resides in Henrico, Virginia with her husband, T.C.  She has two adult children, Jayme and Danny Bowling.

Ronald Lanier, Director, Department for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing

Ron Lanier is currently serving as Director of the Virginia Department for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing (VDDHH).  He was appointed to this position by Governor George Allen in April 1997, and has served continuously under subsequent Governors, including the present Administration.  He is a former Adjunct Faculty member of J. Sargeant Reynolds Community College (JSRCC) and Virginia Union University where he taught American Sign Language.  Prior to his current position, he was Manager of the Technology Assistance Program at VDDHH, Job Placement Counselor for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing at the Department of Rehabilitative Services, and a Social Worker with the City of Richmond Department of Social Services.  Ron received his B.S. in Social Welfare from Virginia Commonwealth University (VCU).  He also pursued courses in Sign Language and Deaf Culture at VCU and JSRCC, in addition to graduate courses in Rehabilitation Counseling at VCU.

Ron serves on the Virginia Board for People with Disabilities, and is a past Member of the Virginia Assistive Technology Council.  He also serves on the Challenge Discovery Projects’ Board of Directors and represents the Office of Health and Human Resources on the Advisory Board for the NewWell Fund.  He has served as a Member of the Court-Appointed Special Advocates and the Central Virginia Lions Hearing Aid Bank advisory boards.  He is a member of the Virginia Association of the Deaf, Hearing Loss Association of America and Black Deaf Advocates.  He is co-founder (1980) of the Richmond/Hampton Organization of the Deaf.  He is former Chair of the Trustee Ministry of Cedar Street Baptist Church of God, where he also served two terms (4 years) as President of the Male Chorus and is former Secretary of the Men’s Ministry.  He completed a term as a parent representative on the National Mission Advisory Panel for the Clerc Center at Gallaudet University.  He is a 2001 graduate of VEI, a 2005 graduate of the Leadership Metro Richmond (LMR), and is former Vice-President of Membership of a local club of Toastmasters International.  In 2006, he was selected to serve a two-year term on the National Deafness and Other Communication Disorders Advisory Council (NDCD) of the National Institutes of Health (NIH).  He is currently serving on the Advisory Board for the Partnership for People with Disabilities (PPD).

Ron is a native of Roanoke where, at age 7, he became hard of hearing as a result of an automobile accident.  He is married and has one son, who is deaf, and two grandchildren, one of whom is also deaf.  He also mentored deaf youth in his community.

Raymond Hopkins, Commissioner, Department for the Blind and Vision Impaired

Raymond “Ray” Hopkins is presently the Commissioner of the Virginia Department for the Blind and Vision Impaired. He was initially appointed to this position effective July 1, 2008. Prior to joining the Commonwealth’s government, Hopkins was involved in administration and delivery of rehabilitation services at the national and state levels. 

Hopkins was employed by the US Department of Education, Rehabilitation Services Administration, from 2004 through 2008 where he oversaw the Randolph-Sheppard Vending Facility Program, an entrepreneurial program serving persons who are blind. Prior to that Hopkins was the Administrator of the Division of Visual Services, Oklahoma Department of Rehabilitation Services.

Hopkins, a native Oklahoman, holds an undergraduate degree from the University of Oklahoma and a Master of Arts in Rehabilitation of the Blind from the University of Arkansas at Little Rock.  Hopkins has served in leadership roles with several professional organizations including the National Council of State Agencies for the Blind (NCSAB), the Academy for Certification of Vision Rehabilitation and Education Professionals (ACVREP) and the Blind Entrepreneurs Alliance.  Additionally, he has been honored by various disability groups and service organizations.

Hopkins and his wife, Lavinia, live in Henrico County, Virginia and are the parents of three adult children.  

Polly Franks Sweeney, Special Advisor to the Governor on Disability Issues for the Workforce

Polly Frank’s life experience with disabilities, combined with her experience as an advocate, will help her advise the Governor on disability issues and the workforce.  Polly has served as an advocate for victims of violent crime, particularly childhood sexual abuse since 1995.  Her commitment to this cause stems from her experience as the mother of two children who were victimized by a former neighbor and family friend who turned out to be a convicted serial predator from another state.   During his crime spree between 1982 to1998, this predator was linked to a minimum of 286 incidents of sexual crimes.  Although she is in a wheelchair, Polly became a  licensed private investigator for the sole purpose of bringing this predator to justice.  He is now in prison for life without parole. 

Since that time, she has testified before Congress and lobbied on Capitol Hill for tougher sex offender laws, such as the nationwide Amber Alert bill and the Adam Walsh Child Protection Act. 

In 2006, Polly created the Franks Foundation, a nonprofit organization dedicated to protecting America’s children from sexual predators.  She is a also a founding board member of the National Coalition of Victims in Action.  Polly is a graduate of Bluefield College.  She and her husband Patrick are the very proud parents of three grown daughters, a menagerie of animals (their four-legged children) and a host of “honorary” sons and daughters.           

Erika Fischer, Director, Governor's Office of Substance Abuse Prevention

Erika Fischer served under Attorney General Bob McDonnell’s administration as the Hampton Roads Community Outreach Coordinator.  There she specialized in public safety community relations and coalition building, managing the Class Action program to expand and improve the prevention of gang violence and substance abuse throughout regional schools and communities.  Additionally, she coordinated management of regional TRIAD efforts to educate and protect senior citizens, partnering with law enforcement, Council for Aging, and consumer protection agencies.  Fischer graduated from Virginia Tech in 1998, earning a Bachelors of Arts degree in political science and history.  She went on to earn her Masters of Arts degree in political management from George Washington University in 2003.  Fischer resides in Norfolk. 
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